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the Martyrs inconsistent with precepts which in their
direct force belong to an earlier Dispensation.

217. There is   a   third  difficulty,  which rhay  be
raised upon the passage of history before  us,  not *
arising, however, out of the miracle, but out of the
circumstances under which it took place.    It may be
represented as giving a sanction to a subject's playing
the part of a demagogue, and heading a mob (as we
may speak) against his lawful sovereign.   The crowds
which attended Ambrose, whether in the church which
the Empress had seized, or 'on occasion of the trans-
lation of the relics, whold have been dispersed at this
day among ourselves by the officers of the p'eace ; and
with'our present notions of law and of municipal and
national order, not .to say of the subserviency of the
Church to the State, and our interpretations of the
Scripture precepts concerning civil obedience, there
is something strange and painful to us in the sight of a
Christian Bishop placed in opposition to the powers
that be.   But it must be recollected, according to a
former remark, that everything that happens has'two
aspects ; and the outside or political aspect is often
Wie reverse of its inward or true meaning.   We are
used to put together the particulars which meet our
eye, to parallel them with other transactions which
" bear a similar appearance, to suggest for them such
motives of action as our own principles or disposition
suggests, and thus to form what seems to us a philo-